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Thanks to those who donated to make the ventilation system possible 

Our new ventilation system is now installed and complete and fully operational.  It is 
a huge financial investment but our atmosphere is fresh and healthful for the cats 
and for those who volunteer to care for the cats. Our visitors are also enjoying the 
benefits of this improvement. Everyone who helped make it possible can be very 
proud of this accomplishment.         
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Tiny “Maggie” proves to be unsinkable 
 
The highway roadside near Sterling on a Sunday afternoon is no place for a kitten. A 
carful of young people stops to get snacks from their trunk. A little “mew” sounds very 
near.  It’s a small black kitten, she is hurt.  Her left front leg is hanging by a strip of skin. 
 
Snatching her up her rescuers rushed her to Anchorage to Pet Emergency Treatment.  
At the emergency clinic “Maggie” purred up a storm and scarfed some food. What to 
do?  She needs major surgery, but it’s costly. Euthanasia? That’s when the Alaska 
Humane Society got a call, could we help this little kitten’s leg? We did!  Early Monday 
morning she arrived at the VCA Bering Sea Hospital for surgery and infection control. 
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It’s a very big deal when your only eight weeks old, but “Maggie” is doing fine. She’s 
getting used to being one leg short of the standard four. She sits up like a chipmunk and 
gets excited by toys and a laser light.  She wears a little “shirt” with only one sleeve to 
protect the surgery site, but she’ll be ready for a foster home soon! 
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No stamps – No envelopes – No hassle! 
PFD Charitable Contributions Program  

Giving has never been so easy! 
 

 
 

In January, when you apply for your Permanent Fund Dividend, you will have a new 
opportunity to give to your favorite Alaska nonprofit organizations. The PFD 
Charitable Contributions Program began with our 2009 dividend. It provides a safe, 
secure and easy way to make a donation, and is available to all Alaskans who file 
on-line. 
 
When you go online to apply for your dividend, you will see the option called “The 
Gift of Giving.” Click and follow the instructions to make a donation.  Click on 
“Adopt-a-Cat” to donate to the Adopt-a-Cat Shelter, The shelter provides a 
home, food, veterinary care, and lots of love to over 100 homeless cats and 
kittens and is run completely by donations and volunteers.   
 

      

 

 

                

 

Adoptions are going very well.  In fact quite a few of our “old guys” are finding loving 
new forever homes.  We really celebration when a cat, who has been at our shelter 
for years, is being adopted by someone who just fell in love with an older cat and 
wants to share the rest of their time. 
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                                  “Kitchy” takes care of houseful 

 
 Hi!  I am a friend of Terri Young’s; she helped me adopt a kitty for my mom a couple 
of years ago.  The owner of the assisted living home where mom lives thought adopting 

a "house kitty" was a wonderful idea so she actually paid the adoption fee 
and pays any vet bills, buys cat food, etc.  Attached picture is of my mom, 
Liz, and "Kittchy" (also known as "Precious" to others).  Kittchy's new 
home is in an assisted living home where there are 5 residents and 24/7 
care providers.  Kittchy is in HEAVEN, gets lots of attention, food, litter 
box regularly cleaned.  She also gives love to all the residents, their 
families and care givers, her family.  She knows when a resident is having 
a rough day and will go to them, hop up and give extended hugs, i.e. both 

kitty arms wrapped around a neck, along with lots of kneading and purring.  It is a purr fect 
match!  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Handy Person Needed 

Every home needs upkeep and a “to do´” list of the fix ups and repairs that keep it 
livable.  Our Adopt A Cat shelter is like that, too. So when the shelf around the big bathtub 
we use  for washing up  simply wore out, deteriorated  from  intense use, Mark  Schroeder 
came  to  the  rescue and  repaired  it.    It  took a couple of Sunday afternoons’ work but we 
now have an attractive and functional utility space.   
 
We appreciate his contribution and hope there will be even more “handy” volunteers who 
will come forward to help with our projects.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mews Not Trees. 
Want to help us save resources along with cats in need?  Notify ahs@adopt‐a‐cat.org that 
you would like to receive our e‐newsletter vs. receiving it in print by mail. 
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Donna Velarde 

Cat age in human years               
Have you ever wondered exactly how old your cat is in human  
years?  American Humane Association compares cat to human 
ages, within the stages of life from kitten to geriatric. 

 
Cats  Human  Cats  Human  Cats  Human 

Kitten  Prime  Senior 
Months  Years  Years  Years  Years  Years 
0‐1  0‐1  3  28  11  60  Donna has been a dedicated 

volunteer for 23 years.  The 
shelter started with 65 cats but the 
population grew as the public 
realized we were a no kill shelter.  
Donna helped with fund raisers 
like wine tasting auctions that 
were successful.  Donna started 
bringing her daughter to the 
shelter three nights a week.  Eva 
loved the cats and knew most of 
them by name.  After many years 
and many locations the shelter 
was able to purchase a 
warehouse at 1200 E 76th Avenue 
Unit 1224 where we are still 
located.  Through all the moves 
and all the struggles Donna 
volunteered her time at the shelter 
two nights a week. The kitties 
benefit greatly by Donna’s 
dedication.  Thank you Donna! 

2 thru 3  2 thru 4  4  32  12  60 
4  6 thru 8  5  36  13  68 
6  10  6  40  14  72 

Junior  Mature  Geriatric 
7  12  7  44  15  76 
12  15  8  48  16  80 
24  24  10  56  17  84 
            18  88 
            19  92 
            20  96 
            21  100 
            22  104 
            23  108 
            24  112 
            25  116 

 

                  
 

 
Our most sincere thank you to all volunteers who donate their time to take care of 
the shelter kitties. 
Andy Schweizer, Andrea Jones, Anita Roberts, Arleen Lunsford, Barb Chasteen, 
Bob Amos, Brenda Sallee, Debbie, Donna Velarde, EJ Pausek, Elsa Billington, Jean 
Sauget, Kathy Day, Kelly Berg, , Lori Bognar, Pat Thomas, Sandy King, Tim & Fil, 
Tina.  
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Farewell Terry      
The Alaska Humane Society lost a 
faithful friend this year with the 
passing of Terry Mayo.  Her spirit and 
energy produced the hugely popular 
winetasting auctions that kept AHS 
alive for many years.  We send our 
sympathy to Ed Mayo, Terry’s 
husband, who was always here for her 
and the shelter.  She is missed. 
 

          
 
Dorothy E. Teem had a passion for 
“furry  purries” and bequeathed a 
donation in her memory. 

Volunteers Needed 
Call 344-8808 

 
Help clean the shelter 
7pm – 9pm M-F 
1pm – 3pm Sat and Sun 
  
Two hour commitment 
__________________________ 
Admin Help  
Send out thank you letters 
Publish the newsletter 
___________________________
Handy Person 
To help with repairs at the shelter 

• Smells such as citrus scents or colognes 
• Sounds such as pot lids or hand clapping 
• Tastes such as nontoxic repellants 
• Textures such as duct tape or rough 

surfaces 
You can pick, choose, or adapt your tools to any 
situation.  Just make sure your cat connects the 
situation to the behavior.  If you squirt him or blow 
the whistle after he is finished, he won’t connect 
the consequence with his behavior and your effort 
will be wasted. 
 
Want specific examples?  If your cat scratches 
your carpet or furniture, try spraying cologne.  
Does she like to jump on tables? Place cardboard 
on your tables?  Place cardboard on your table, 
with double-sided tape on the top of the cardboard 
Before your cat chews your cords, spray a little

 
                MAI 
The shelter’s gentle giant, Mai, died February 
13th from complications following dental surgery. 
He was born on Christmas Day, 2002. Mai’s 
authentic Thai name was given to him by Bell at 
Siam Cuisine. He was adopted from the shelter in 
the summer of 2003 and lived a quiet life at home 
until 2009 with eight feline housemates. On April 
2, 2009, a fire at his house filled it with toxic 
smoke and soot. Mai was the only cat who 
survived the fire. He moved back to the shelter 
and quickly became a popular attraction who was 
frequently photographed by visitors. He was the 
shelter’s biggest-ever cat, and weighed in at from 
26 to 34 pounds during trips to the vet at various 
times. Mai liked to pass the time hanging out on 
the office desk surrounded by other cats who 
frequently shared grooming tasks with him. He 
was surprisingly quick and agile for a cat his size, 
and sometimes made it to unlikely places. He 
was unique, and his passing left the shelter with 
a void that will probably never be filled. 
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In  August  Terry  Young  staged  a  huge  two  day  garage sale  for  the  Alaska
Humane  Society with  a  tent  even!!  The weather was  rainy but  the profits 
were good.   
 

   
    

 
Also,  In August Anita Roberts and Andrea  Jones  told our shelter’s story at  the 
Anchorage Zoo’s Homeless Animal Day.                                                              
              
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks Clear Creek Cat RescueCat Questions? 
   
Clear Creek Cat Rescue is a group of 
individuals  in  Southcentral  Alaska, 
dedicated  to  rescuing  cats  in  need 
and  finding happy homes  for them.  
We are grateful  to  these  folks who 
have helped us  find  loving,  forever 
homes  for  so many  of  our  shelter 
cats.   Even  some of our  “old  guys” 
are  now  settled  in  with  new 
families.  

A  few  resources  to  consult  when 
mystery  behavior  occurs  or  if  you 
“wonder  why.”    Right  here  in 
Anchorage you can call “Trouble with 
Tabby”  a  free  service  offered  by 
Marjorie Carter at 248‐4619. 
    Of  course  there  are  many  on‐line 
websites  to  try,  like  cat  channel.com 
and the Animal Planet.  There’s almost 
surely  to  be  an  answer  if  you  follow 
the trails.   
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Pet Expo 2013 
‘ 
 

The Pet Expo at the Sullivan Arena in June was a public event where the Alaska 
Humane Society participated. “July” was “miss personality” and represented the 
shelter cats with poise and charm. Hannah of Eagle River Photography took pet and 
people pictures and donated the proceeds to the Alaska Humane Society. 

 
 
 
Supplies needed for the kitties 

• Cash donations are always welcome! 
• Paper towels 
• Garbage bags (13 gallon, strong) 
• Laundry detergent 
• Liquid bleach (no Pine Sol*) 
• Paper trays (1 pound size) 
• Any type of canned food is welcome 
• The shelter feeds the kitties dry chicken and rice from Costco. It is important to keep 

their diet close to this choice as higher quality food results in healthier cats and 
fewer illnesses. 

• The cat litter we use is the cheap, old fashioned clay litter; it is sold in 25 pound bags 
at Wal-Mart. 

 

 
PETCO puts their heart into helping animal shelters and local humane societies; 
PETCO helps find homes for thousands of homeless pets every month. You can 
find the Alaska Humane Society at the PETCO in Mountain View most every 
Saturday and Sunday afternoon.  Many of our kitties have found new homes 
there.  Shelter volunteers also use this time there to educate pet owners of the 
benefits of having their pets spayed or neutered and to promote responsible pet 
ownership.   
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Alaska Humane Society 2014 Membership Dues 
AHS annual membership dues are $25.  Your membership dues help provide 
food, litter, and medical care for over 100 cats.  Please mail your donations 
and your 2013 dues to P.O. Box 240587, Anchorage, AK  99524, or on our 
website through Pay Pal. 
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Location  
 

Our facility is located at 1200 E 76th, Unit 1224  
Call 344-8808 for directions. 

Hours of Operation  

Monday thru Friday, 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.  
Saturday & Sunday, 3 p.m. - 6 p.m.  

      


